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as I slt down to wrtte this there are 52 hours tlll the new year . 

lf the whole world doesn t come to an end, then someone some­
where will pick this up and read it. probably you. so enjoy. and 

move forward lnto the next 1000 years wtth love and peace. ok, 

enough of that daptrap .... 

movingon ... 

winter 1s upon us. lt s dark, and cold. all a litde GF/mutant wants 

to c:lo 1s snuggle up wtth someone. but if the recent past is any 
indicatlon, thls mute has one resoloution. no more impossible 

crushes. In the past couple of months we had ◄, and they were 

all hearbreaklng and fun, sad and beautlful non-affalrs. so we II o-y 

to move .oo to somethlog more productive. becomlng nuns. 

let s see ... worth mentlonlng: a9teens, a super ~ abba cover 

band; torl remlxes from brett on mp3; belng John malcovitch as a 
good existenclal headfuck; the el vez xmas show; olive, the other 

reindeer; and of course the litde elves who fill my doset wtth the 

smell of dank klnd buds ... 

In this lssue: 

V an awesome Interview wtth pansy dvtsion. they made me 

laugh my ass off, and were polngnent at the same tfme ... lookout 

for a new album sometlme soon ... they hlnted that lt may be black 
metal 

V a couple of different pelces about gender ... one s a poem and 

one s a story ... both are by my pal blnarygirl. 

V an irrltatlng twist of online shopping 

V some more musing on a lost? chilch>ocl 

not in this issue: 

V an article about domestic violence in same-sex relationships 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Leaglese - ·F1rst th1ng we do. we k1ll all the 
lawyers· 

-W1ll1am Shakespeare 
but ser1ously. 11utate 1s free. 11 you pa1d for 1t. 
then you got r1pped off. d1 ldohead. 1 f you want to 
subm1t someth1ng, please feel free. now accept1ng con­
tr1but1ons for #4. 11utate 1s a new qweer z1ne. 1f 
you l1ke 1t. or have quest1ons or comments. please 
tel1 us. we attempt to d1str1bute 1n boston. ■11wau­
kee. mad1son, nyc. ashv1lle. atlanta and san franc1sco. 
check your local corree shop . alternat1vetqweer book 
Store. or get 1t from a fr1end. 1f you p1cked th1s up 
and aren't go1ng to keep 1t. please pass 1t on. and 
please recycle, duh . 

Reach out aoa touch somebody 
ema1l : m11oboytexecpc.com 
web: www.m11oswor1d.com/mutate.htm1 Bl 



V rnuslc reviews 

V film reviews 

V anythlng about the wto protests 

now back to our regularty scheduled program. in our last 

episode we made a claim that we couldn t keep. but we II try. 

N, the good-klssln str8 boy rrom mutate# 1 traveled to san fran­

dsco for halloween. and lt blew hls mlnd. he hung out In the 
castro and mission districts. he shmoozed with a gaggle of jean­

les, stole a martinl glass from the pllsner, took plctures of tippy 

headron In a phone booth, met tons of cute bols and gyrls, then 
came back to brew clty and fell in love. with C. 1 was there and, __ _ 

darm! 1 just want to wlsh them the best. 1 love them both, want 

them to know that thelr Joy 1s mlne, also. hopefully, we II contin-

ue sharlng thelr adventures for another couple or lssues. 

taklng care or buslness 

or 
as e. would say, tcb, baby 

to everyone who sent stampS but missed #2, 1 hope this fulflls 

that hole. thanx. 
jojo: what the fuck klnda zine did you think i would write? just 

cause I love everyone doesn t make me not kweer. 

d and hv on opposite coasts: thank you for belng cute nlce bois 
In my hfe. 

rei-rel: you are my hero. 1 love you. 

and flnally ... 

here s the part i m still unsure of. so far mutate has been a free 

zine. no ads, no coverprice. well, lt does cost a little money to 

make. so what I ve declded to do to help cover the cost is sell 

stickers. the order form 1s on page 15. lf these work out, 111 

make more. 

That should just about wrap thls up. Until next time, 1 m a little 

gender fuckin freak saying Goodnight. 



and now a moment of 
silence for all the 
people whose minds 
have been destroyed 
by following iesus 
christ in a fanatical, 
cult-like manner. 
do not fear. 
i'II pray for you. 
asshole. 
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l~c:RTI IM!i 
note:We caught up wfth Pansy Division at thelr show In Milwaukee, Oct. 
10, 1999. We shot the shit wfth them for about an hour before their gig. 
We spoke most.lt to Chris and Jon, but luls and Patrick did pop In with 
thelr two e.nts. All are smart and funn~ and seem to be worthy of the 
worshlp I heap upon them. All photos accompanylrc this artJde C 1999 
Neil i<.ikhofer. 

• Hilo 

Musik 
1) How much of your music 11 lnfluenced by your life 
expirences? Do you know Denny, The Beer Can boy, and 
the lnfamou1 "cowboy1"? Have you had a 'Crabby Day'1 
Chris: 1 wrote Dick of Death about two different sltuations;James 
Bondage about my fonner partner and fantasy figure Sean 
Connery; Thls ls Your Ufe about another fonner panner; so yeah, 
lt's life explrences l've had, would like to have, or have seen others 
go through. 
Lul1:When playlng drums I ususally think anout bills I haven't paid, 

ex's, or other things 
that make me mad or 
frustrated. 
on: 1~ had a crab­

by day, met a beercan 
boy, never met 
Denny or The 
Cowboy. 

other 
"queer" music has 
lnfluenced you, or 
do you listen to? 
Do you differend­
ate between gay 
music and straight 
music? 

to musuc just 
because lt's gay or not. lt has to be good, first, or at least fit my 
taste. Most "gay" music 1s lousy anyway. 
Patrick: Ditto. There are people In muslc who are gay that have 
influenced me but as far as what's considered "gay" music ..... .ick!!!! 
Luis: Team Dresch, Gien Meadmore, and Shudder To Think (even 
though he's a closet case) have lnfluenced me a lot. Do I differen­
datel Of course! There's so litde decent music made by queers 
that when I hear something good I totally rejoyce, but it's very sel­
dom. Oh, yea, Morrissey lnfluenced me TONS In high school. 
Jon: Those early Utde Richard records are some of the wildest 
sounds l'Ye ever heard. They're so out there, lt makes me laugt,. 1 
hope some of our songs do the same. 

3) 11 lt dlfficult to be queer in the seemingly straight scene 
of punlc/indie music? Do you pt shlt for lt? 
Chris: No, not really. When punk started that's where a lot of 
queen were; well, disaffected ones, anyway. 
Patrick: We get more shlt for not being "punk" or "indle" enough 

than we do for being fags. m Luls: lt's not difficult lf I don't care what people think, 1 don't 



&fYe people the opportunlty to glve me shlt, lf they do, 1 make 
THEM look llke assholes, y'know! 
Jon: No, but lt's dlfficult gettini queers to pay attendon. Most gays 
want tobe spoonfed their culrure, whlch makes them as dull as the 
average American. But we rarely get shlt for beini Pf in our music 
"scene"; those that don't like us usually r«>id us. 

Art 
4) lf 1iven the 
opportunlty 
would you be wfU­
ln1 to become a 
•'house band" for 
an art movement, 
kind of like Velftt 
Undersround and 
Andy Warhol'• 
Factory? 
Chris: 1 never say 
never, but lt better 
be a goof"cause" 
Patrick: Yes, l l<>Ye a 
lot of muslc that 
sounds "vlsual" or 
themadc lf that's 
what you mean .. .but 
1 wouldn't want to 
be part of some "hlp­
ple" collective or 
somethlng. 
Luls: Yes, absoloudy. Probably wlth a more psychadelic, trip-hop 
band like Tricky meets Pink Aoyd meets Air meets Tom Walts. 

S) Who rodcs your visual world? 
Jon: The American landscape. The Canadlan landscape. Nan,re ls 
the most perfec:t art. 
Chris: 1 love vlsual art, but I have no partlcular favorites. Dali, 
maybe. 1 go to SF's Museum of Modem Art. (SFMoMA) at least 
twlce a month when l'm home. And I do love a good film. Lately, 
1 REAUY llked American Beauty! 
Pardck: l like abstract stufLPollock ls cooLI can't play the name 
game with visual art. 1 do like Archetecture as weil. 
Luls: Rlcky Mardn!! Uh._l mean, um ... Nameless street art. l lcwe 

seelng unlntentlonal art. 
Uke clusters or !Itter or a 
trashy liquor store or a 
hobo wlth a hot shopplng 
cart! 

Sex 
6) What's the most 
lnterestin1 sex that 
youw fllller had?(Not 
necessarily the 
best/worst, just lntw­
estin1?) 
Chris: S/M wlth my for­

mer partner lnYOlvlng Christmas llghts and Duct tape. 1 can't gi't'e 
you more detalls, but I was the top. 

Patrick: Probably fucklng In a park on the Chlago Rlver r1ght 
behlnd a poUce station. Or In a dirty alley while cars were 

~~~ 6 



Luls: There's no way In hell l'm gonna tel1 )'OU!!! 
Jon: Sleeplng with my best friend from high school, 10 years affer 
high school (lt was hls bkurious phase) and a dear college friend, 
also a decade later. Having sex with them, affer wanting lt, and try• 
Ing to lmagine lt for years was VERY lnteresting. 

7) Do you use rubben ALL the dme? lf not. when and 
why? 
Chris: Yes, except In commltted non-HIV+ reladonshlps. 1 rec­
ommend the new Reality female condoms. 
Patrick: Not wlth my partner, otherwtse yes, always. 
Luls: 1 gotsa a long tem boyfriend, so no. But otherwise yes. 
Jon: Yes, always, even wlth my boyfriend. 

1) Do any of you switch hltl 
Chris: l'm 80% gay, 20% straight, but I haven't had sex wlth a 
woman In over a decade. lf I had a chance to have sex wlth Ne-..e 
Campbell, 1 would! 
Patrick: Never. No "happy dugout" for me. 
Luls: 1 dld like two years ago. lt was fun, but not what I want to 
do on a regular basis. 
Jon: No. 

Fun,Fun,Fun 
9) lf you wwe bulldin1 a mini-1olf course, what three 
•obstades' would you HAVE to have? 
Chris: Of course, the wlndmill, but how about a huge pair of legs 
and the ball goes lnto a va:glna, anus, what have you, or maybe hav­
lng somethlng lnvolvlng breaklng glass. 
Patrick: Havlng to do mushrooms before pbying. swanns of 
locusts and molten lava .. _l guess lt would be a blblical theme park 
Luis: A 20 foot all Donnle Osmond or Michael Jackson 
Jon: Right-wlng religious and polldcal ftgures In embarrasing poss­
es. 
10) The mysterious Somebody hands you a roll of quarters 
and drops you off in an arcade. .. what video pmes or pin­
ball machines would pt your money? 
Chris: l'm all about plnball. My favorite 1s World Cup Soccer. 
Patrick: One of my all-time favorite games is Crazy Oimber and 
the Slmpsons game; other than thaL.Asterolds, no(, Galaga, Moon 
Patrol, Joumey and the Guns 'N Roses plnball machine. 
Luls: Ms. PacMan for 30 hours non-stop!!! 
Jon: Those vlrtual reality road race games. 

11) What do you read for pleasure? 
Chris: Agatha Chrisde, Stephen King. rocJc trivla 
Patrick: Magazines, shit on the Web and books about roc.k bands. 
Luis: Stelnbeck, munler mysteries, Kafka (sorry, so art fag) , also 
scandalous blographies of celebs, especially the king of pop, MJ. 
Jon: Newspapers, polldcal mags, muslc mags, rocJc books. My boy­
ftrend is currendy feeding me Genet novels. 

Queer lssues 
12) lt has been a year since the munter of Mathew 
Shepard. In addidon to your music, what tools do you use 
In your day-to-day IIYes to fi1ht blaotry and lanorance? 
Chris: Just getdng to know people. lt puts a face on their "fear". 
1 just try to be the best person I can, and by example, hopefully 
others will do the same. 
Patrick: Nothing. 1 just be myself, which does shock some people 

that I am gay. 1 also call people on their bullshit preconcieved m nodons of "gay". 



Luls: Uving by example. lf a homophobe can get alon& wlth me 
and then find out l'm a queer, then he hu to rethink hls pref udices. 
1 Just try to have a reaUy good raport wlth all types. 
Jon: Music! Our band! Go team! Crush Blggotry! Yeah! 

13) Do you buh back? Would you be 
willln1 to use violence to defend 
yourself or someone eise form a 
homophoblc attack? 
Chris: ldeally, no, but l'd rather stay 
alive, and l'm wilhng to fight for lt. 
Patrick: Notas In "revenge" tacdcs, 
but lf someone verbally or physic:ally 
hanns me, they have a problem on their 
hands. 
Luis: Absoloudy. My friend Jerry punched out a homophobe who 
attacked him and I mlssed lt by 5 minutes, Damn!! 1 would bash 
back wlth no remorse. 
Jon: Hopefully, 1 wouldn't have to, but I would lf I had to. l'm 
small, so I have to be careful. 

14) What can you sugest that 
queer ldds do to effect chanp 
and make the workd deal with 
us more posidYely? 
Chris: Stop perpetuatting stereo­
types! Stop shopplng at International 
Male! Stop listenlng to bad techno. 
Patrick: Amen Brother!Lmove on from 
disco. Stop trylng to be perlect looking and marketable. 
Luis: Carve your own path and don't be appologedc. lf you're a 
disco queen. do lt. lf you're lnto wresdemanla, Do lt, Who care 
what you're supposed to be. Uve your own way wlthout appolo­
gles. Whatew:r you do, your seif assunnce speaks louder than a 
mlllion slogans or rainbow ftags. 
Jon: Be yourself. This can be very difficult though lf what you are 
confticts with a hosdle e.nvironment. But being a cookie-cutter gay 
person lsn't much more interesting than a cookie-cutter straight 
person. Boring! Just 'cause you're gay doesn't automatlcally make 
someone lnteresting. 
1 S) Do you feel seperation between &•Y men's communi­
ty and lesbian's community? How can this be overcome? 
Chris: The more gay people come out. the less of a "commlnlty" 
there ls. ls there a "straight communlty" l I see thls as a natural 
progression, that gay will mean less and less, like left-handedness. 
As rar as gay men vs. Lesblans, 1 see lt all the dme. 1 have no 
answen for lt other than I don't discrimlnate, myself. 
Patrick: 1 can be all so very "high school". Yes, there is a sepen­
don but I think lt mostly ls because of each groups "intertests" and 
1 don't always think of it as a bad thing. 1 do hate when men give 
women shit about belng in a gay bar, wheather or not the women 
are gay themselves, sex based predjudlces are buUshiL.and then 
dykes can be pretty ruthless as well. 
Luls: 1 don't feel the seperadon in my own life. 1 have tons of dyke 
friends who are sooper wild and fun (NY)!! As far as the maln­
stream gay/lesblan c:ommunltles I see the separadon, but maln­
stream gay/lesbian community 1s so petty that I guess they desene 
whatever thelr gripes are that separate them. 

-Rn 
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®OJJOOrxlürxl@ Orxl~ü@)~ 
A COMING OUT STORY 

Hove you ever hod s0111ething burning inside of you 
so intense you thought people could see it in your 
eyes? Well, tf you ore queer ot some point in 
your life you con probobly relote to thot 
question. We oll hove different •coming out" 
stories ... sane much better thon others ond some in 
the 11oking. 

Well, here's my •coming out• story. I grew up in 
o SIIIOll town in northwestern Wisconsin. Like most 
youth my oge I knew I was gay since I was very 
young. My ftrst crush was on o teocher ot my 
eleaentory school. So I don't know whot it nieons 
tobe •straight.• To hove o desire tobe with o 
W01110n ltke I om with men. This is oll I know ond 
whot I om. Anywoys, for my enttre childhood I grew 
up hoving oll of these crushes on guys; the entire 
time thinking thot I am just like every other boy. 
lt wasn't ··until I storted seeing oll of my 

friends doting girls ond teosing girls did I stort 
to reolize thot I was qutte different thon my 
friends. For reosons thot nobody con tel\ me, I 
understood ot such o young oge thot whot I felt 
wos wrong ond thot I should NEVER ollow onybody to 
find out my little secret. So I ployed the port. 
I ployed it the best I could ... doting womon, 
ploying sports, ond never octing on the true 
fee li ngs I hod. 

Now, let's jump to middle school. I remember the 
exoct moment when I heord •foggot" being yelled by 
some of my friends ot o •reject" in our grade. At 
thot oge, I heord •foggot" oll of the time ... ond 
it clicked to me thot •foggot" was me . I was this 
incredible sin thot dore not speok it's nome. So, 
I knew thot I wosn't worth the oir thot others' 
breothed ond it would bebest forme to die. I 
con't even reme111ber the number of times I tried to 
ki 11 myself. Eoch time lowering my self-esteem & 
driving me forther into o dork null . 

I went through oll of thot struggle silent. 
Without support from friends or fomily. Hell, my 
fomily wosn't even worth the nome of fomily. I 
lived with 4 other people .. . my fomily . I hod 2 
brothers, my mom, ond my step-dod. My step-dod 
hoted me with every bone & muscle in his body. 
Moybe becouse the first time I sow him come into 
my house I screomed ond locked my bedroom door. 
Moybe becouse I told my mom I didn't like him. Or 
moybe becouse he knew I wos gay. Either woy, I was 
forced to raise myself and struggle through ony 
problem by myself. conti nued on p.18 

Dm 
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lt's klnda strange. Or maybe lt's Just me. 
Over the last coupla months I flgured 
somethlng out that I wlsh people had told 
me when I was younger. l'm a late 
bloomer. 1 feel llke I mlssed so much of my 
chlldhood, only to 'rediscover' 
lt in my mid twentles. 

Muslc 
1 was always an awkward , dorky chlld. 
When I was In 4th and 5th grade 1 
shunned the pop muslc that my peers were 
llstenlng to for the soul-less sounds of 
WBBM-AM news radio out of Chicago. 1 
tuned lnto PBS and NPR rellglously. 
Eventually, 1 dlscovered the syrupy sweet­
ness of the Beach Boys and Jan & Dean. 
Then lt was the Beatles for ever. 

Eventually, for my 1 3th blrthday, my 
frlends Erln and Vashtl began to save me. 
They bought me my flrst real tapes that 
would lead me down the beautlful, dark , 
twlsted path that has left me slttlng here 
poundlng away on the keyboard of my 
llttle PowerBook. The Smlths' Strangeways 
Here We Come and Robyn Hitchcock and 
the Egyptlans ' Globe of Frogs. 

So I became a devoted Smlths fan. 1 loved 
Morrlsey, wlth hls sexy, mopey volce and 
wrlthlng body language . And eventually 1 
followed that to lt 's loglcal concluslon . He 
began to annoy me. After hls flrst two or 
three solo albums, 1 gave up. 

Unfortunately, whlle I was so busy befng In 
love wlth Mr. Whlney, 1 ml ssed a lot of the 
muslc that I absoloutely love now. The Pet 

Shop Boys. Erasure. Bronskl Beat. A dif­
ferent sort of fag musfc. 

Fashion 

DPd 1 was never a 'goth ' In the tradltional 



sense. Maybe a llttle 
punkyln 
appearance by my 

last year of high 
school , but that's 
lt. Now, however, 1 
am dlscoverlng the 
Joy of looklng sexv. 
Ashnet shfrts. 
Makeup.(I am trying , 

boxer brlefs stlcklng out. 

And of course , 1 am 
hopelessly stuck on 
'grunge'. 1 was never 
a big Nirvana fan, 
hated Pearl Jam and 
all the rest of that 
Seattle krap. But 
rlpped Jeans wlth flannel 
shlrts over long undearwear 
tops wlth a t-shlrt In between ls the shlt . 
So comfortable , and I always look about 

1993. 

Sex 
Agaln, 1 was slow to develop the sexuallty 1 
currently reslde In. 1 mean, 1 am . 1 still 
wanna fuck everybody. Most of my 
frlends and peers seem to be settllng 
down, or at least comfortable wlth the 
notlon of monogomy. 1 hate lt. 1 don't 
want one boyfrelnd or gyrlfrlend. 1 want 
all of them. Why should I be llmltted? 
This notlon seems to be so 1 970's, howev­
er. lt ' s like AIDS took the 
party out of everyone born after 1972 . 

All In all , other than belng a geek wlth a 
Mac, 1 really am behind the tlmes. Culture 
and the world have moved on, and I am 
busy learnlng and enJoylng shlt that passed 
two decades ago. 



Yes, it's true. Mutate is gonna sei/ out. I believe, ideal­
/y that zines shou/d be free. unfortunately, it costs a /it­
t/e money to keep making cool shit. To help subsidize 
the cost / am making stidcers, and maybe eventual/y t­
shlrts. lf you think this is disgusting and wrong, p/ease 
/et me know. Uke wise, ff you think thls 1s cool, p/ease 

buy some. they make great gifts, too. 

Unfortunately, 
igns of Lesbianism 

Aren1t This Obvious 
f:CU"/s"~ )O.d, 1 Munch Rugs $2.50 

motatekine 

our still namaless mutant $1 
(actual siH) 
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Everyone In Leather? 
Cows AGlfE : RUBBER, LYCRA, PVC, »io NEOl'lENE Au Horna 

G e n d e r 
Who makes up the rules anyway? In order 
to generate the spoof ad above, 1 recently 
went 'shopping' for a logo-image at 
gap.com. The original 'Fag' tag gets credit­
ed to this guy i went to skewl with, a big 
kween named PLE. 1 have always loved the 
concept, and wanted to redo it for the 
Gap's recent 'Everyone in Leather' ad cam­
paign. 

l've been a gap shopper since i was in mid­
dle skewl. over the years, 1 have discovered 
the miracle of their sales rack. While i hate 
the thought of dropping 40 or 50 bucks on 
a pair of jeans, occasionally, i find some 
great bargins. (1 know, 1 know ... there are a 
lot of issues surounding the gap, the biggest 
being the fact that everyone ends up look­
ing like a clone .. 1) 

l'm a small person, so I can wear both boyz 
and gyrls clothes without a problem .. .lf the 
cut is right. When cruising the sales rack in 
a brick-and-mortar store, 1 move between 
both, finding and rejecting clothes for both 
genders. 

Weil, doing it online, 1 found something a 
little strange. At gap.com, you HAVE to be 
one or the other, kind of. For as much as 
the clothes can be andro, while shopping, 
the customer must pick either male or 
DDJ female. lt's not just 'shirts' or 'cargo 



pants• or whatever. This phe­
nomonon surpases the Gap, too. 
At Abercrombie & Fitch and 
Banana Republic you have to be 
Men orWomen. 

Now, dear reader, you are probably ..... 
saying to yourself 'big deal' or 'who i 
gives a fuck'. We are all used to :t: 

being told by society that there t 
' .,, 

are two genders. You are either · n 
male or female. The reality is that : ! 

: 0 
for a lot of us, there is a huge mid- :, 

5 · 
die ground. lt goes beyond 1 ;;_ i 
clothes. Boys in makeup. Drag : . ~ : 
queens. Andro gyrls. Transsexuals. t ~ 
Mix-and-match butch/femme for ~ t 

~ ~ 

ALL of us. i' t 

Back to reallty: As a geek, -ner 1 • I i 
of milosworld.com, etc. 1 under- ~ 

stand that what appeared in my 2 
URL window that night was just • : : 
part of the cgi script that powered ! ~ 1 
gap.com's shopping engine. lt's 1 • .f ~ 
just a chunk of code. However, 1 l ~ 1 
thlnk it informs us of a larger evil • • t. l 
that is trying to pigeon hole us : 
into neat little boxes. , 'jj ;; 

l like my penis, but I don't want 
to be a capitol B boy. And I cer­
tainly don't want The Gap to be 
the one to tell me that I should 
be. 

1 For more on 'Gappiness' check 
out Microserfs by Douglas 
Coupland. pages 268-270. 
(ISBN 0-06-039148-0) 
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I was much different than all of IIIY frtends in 
htgh school ... for 1110re reasons than sexual 
orientation. I lived 2 lives . My school life and 
IIIY hollle ltfe ... and neither of whtch overlapped. 
To rtty friends, I seemed tobe a very happy, 
intelligent student. I always s~tled to hide the 
agony of depression and loneliness. At home it 
was very coaon for 111e to c0111e h0111e frOIII school 
and be hit by "'i step-father for s0111ething he 
thought I had done. My step-father continuously 
told me how worthless I was and every time he hit 
me it just reaffirwied rtty worthlessness. I 
continued to struggle with rtty depression and 
continued to make weak attempts at taking rtty 

life ... hoping that s0n1eone would realize what was 
gotng on and help -~f"·"· 
llle. 

lt wasn't until I 
found out that 
another kid at IIIY 
school was gay. My 
tiny little world 
collapsedl 
I found out hi s 
nome ond tried so 
hard to find out 
who he was ... without 
being discovered 
lll}'Self. 
S0111eWhere in that dark cave I was living in, a 
f10111e sparked ond o condle was lit. For the first 
ttme ever, I hod o gratn of hope. A thought thot 
maybe there wasn't onythtng wrong with 11e at all . 
S0111ething or s0111eone to prove to me that I was 
valuable. I was looking for s<111eone to volidate 
111e ••• and that is what I found in thot one other 
gay student. His name ts Wells. I took me 1110nths 
to go up and talk to him and even longer forme to 
finally •come out• rrttself. 

But I was lucky. I was lucky to find someone in 
IIIY school who was out and proud. I feel groteful 
to have had s0111eone to model rrttself ofter. But, 
everything wasn't perfect ofter I met Wells. Yes, 
I met o whole c011111unity that was just like me. 
That was going through the same stuff thot I was 
going through. But, I still had to deol wtth an 
abusive step-father who tried his hordest to moke 
lff'f life hell. He continued to beatme ond severol 
times he read IIIY journal and read how I hated him 
and wanted him to die. So IIIY life was getting 
better ond severely worse ot the some time. lt 
wasn't until the end of iny high school coreer thot 
"'f life made an 1s0• turn. My step-father kicked 
me out of the house. That day reploys in my heod 
everyday. All of "'f things were thrown into 
gorbage bogs ond tossed onto the back porch. I 
didn't hesitote o 1110111ent ond begon to grob "'Y 

om continued on p.ZZ 



THAT 
L I T T L E When I was a Uttle boy, 1 

remembu my mother tdllng 
BQ Y m~ that she was 

b• ·rt golng to die. 1 didn't lmow 
a ,naryg, sfory what tbu meant. 1 didn't 

unduatand what would happm. 1 only lmew that lt wu 
bad, that I wa1 acared, that this had aomething to do 
wlth my world cavlng in. 

When I was a Utde boy, 1 ftlllanbu draaing in my 
motbu'1 dothea. 1 did lt tobe doae to her, to hold on 
to her, to mayM pruel'ft her, to tle hu hat to me. 
Something about wearing her dothea made me a 
warrior, made e able to atave oll her death, made me 
the reason she was still alive. 

Al she got 1idcer, 1 more furioualy donned hu gar• 
menta. 1 did lt paulonately, 1 did lt rltuallatkally, 1 dkl 
lt 1orrowfully and powerfully and fet.lahiatlcally. Flnally, 
I dkl lt obseaaivdy, 1 did lt aecretly, 1 did lt aemally. 

She died when I waa 13. 1 contlnued wearing her 
dothea. 1 aaftd some, stolen from her dreaaer. 1 embod­
led her. 1 called to her. 1 trled to pull hu back from 
death. 

1 worked at lt. 1 walted. 1 conjured. 1 prayed. 1 wore her 
perfume. 1 would stand llke her, talk llke her, geature 
llke her. 1 walked to the cemetuy oo the weekenda and 
took dirt from her grave to rub on my body. 1 wore 
piuu of her dothlng wblle I waa at 1cbool 
She remalned dead. And I kept looldng for her gbosL 

Soon, 1 wa1 buylng new dothes •ror my girlfriend, • or 
•for my 1l1tu, • 1 would tdl the aalea clerka. 1 went 
tbrougb all the phase1, druaing up, 1eeing lf I could 
pass, watchlng women, watching otber croaa.mease.rs. 
Going out dreaaed in guya dothea and liatmiog to other 
boys pass judgement on how the •gtrls• looked. 

1 leamed to paa1. 1 leamed a femlnlnlty and aensltivity 
that wa1 not OftJ'Wl'ougbL I learned to fttl and to look 
for what was undu the surface, not the utulor trap. 
plngs. 

Thia whole tlme I was in therapy. 

•Faggot!• •st11)'Pant1• • Shut up you skinny twerp!• 
That's how they talked to me. I waa 15 when I dropped 
out of achool I didn't haft anything in common wlth 
anyone. 1 couldn't gain wdgbL I couldn't gain 
mulde. 1 dkln't play aports. 1 didn't care about thoae 
thlng1, anyway. 

lben my falber klcked me out bec:auae I waao't In 
achool and I waan't working and I wasn't the 100 he 
wanted. lt waa 1ummu, and I quickly leamed the placea 
to sleep and where to get food. 1 found a Job waahlng 
dishea and deanlng In a bakuy. I' d wasb up at 
nlght after nuyone left. Botb myaelf and my om 
dotbea. lt waa 10 bot in there they' d be dry by 



the thae l left. Wlaaa I got •Y 6nt paydaeck 1 •Oftd In 
to a „a11 roomlng bou,e 3 block, away. ThOH were 
hard daya. 

1 took aaothu part time Job and aawd money. Then 1 
moftCI to a diffamt dty. l lmew tt' 1 needed to, 1 would 
mow agaln. Far from my father and III}' alaten. Par from 
anyone wbo lmew me., ao tbat I could r«reate myaelf. 
And tbat I clid. One happy clay I atarted on bormona. 

Soon aftu I found a frlend who looked a Uttle llke me­
dark bair and ~, anyway. He was arte and IWttt and 
aafe to tdl, and be agrucl to be my •brothu. • 1 cbanged 
my atory ud took oo bla. 1 learned about bla 
blatory, bla famlly and tbdr bablta, culture and tradi­
tiona. We worked out a plausible ltory for me. So now 1 
teU people lt waa •Y fatber wbo clied. 1 nner mention 
my allten. 1 uae rellgion aa tbe ruaon I never 
att my aotber. No one lmowa wbue l'm really fro . lt 
doean't matter anyway. l'n l"Uftaled a new blatory to 
go along witb my new adf. 

1 got my clriftr'a Ucmae altaed - a allgbt lpdllng 
cbange In my name, 10 tbat my blological gendu was 
not evident; my blrtbclate (changed tbe •,• in 1966 to a 
•01, ao tbat I would no longer be a mlnor, and my gen­
der. Wben I went to tbe DMV, 1 draaed up. Not too 
mucb, but I bad long halr tben and waa waring a pow­
der blue btouae, aome ~ abadow and a llttle Upatick. 1 
wu alck to my atomach, ahaldng inaide. 1 told tbem 
tbat tbey meued up on my Ucenae. The woman behind 
tbe counw looked at me and aaw that I waa a glrl, not 
a boy. 1 bad a pbotocopy of my blrtb c:utißcate wbkb, 
of courae, 1 doc:torecl ao tbat lt ahowed tbe rlght 
name., gender and blrthdate. lt waa almoat lunchtlme., 
and I tbtnk tbat'a what U'ftd me. Sbe waa in a burry to 
get out of tbue. So abe juat keyed In tbe new Informa­
tion. lt waa 10 uay. 1 fdt llght-buclecl witb eupboria. 

Aftu tbat I went tbrougb pbaaa. Pint and brldly 
tbrougb a •high fuame• pbaae. 1 don't know wby I dld 
lt. lt made me fttl alck after a wblle., llke I waa a big 
fake. But ••~ 1 neeclecl to get lt out of my 
ayatma. Theo, 1 fllpped to tbe otber alde and became 
rally butcb- 1 abaved my bead and wore mm'• draa 
dotba: nke ahoa, criap lroned sblrta, and lies. 1 bave 
a vuy ftne tie collec:tJon now, and l'11 atiU wear one on 
occaslon. But tbat waan't rlght eltber. lt was all too 
mucb. 

So I aettled into wbat waa comfortable., and dedded tbat 
1 neeclecl to ftDIO'ft m)'Hlf &om tbe world and its opu­
tationa. So now, l'm wearing rlpped jum, a ßannel 
ablrt and boota; tomorrow ma~ l'U wear my baggy 
black panta and a long-alttved, white ahlrt. 

f m lumlng to deftne myaelf from tbe lnaide out, 
fnltud of tbe otber way around. 

Today, 1 bave bruats.1 atlll baw my penla (and plan to 
kftp lt), but no tatldea. 1 baw a aaootb, halr­

a,rn leaa face. 1 don't ner wear dreuea anymore. l'm 
~ fuat anothu clyke, almoat alwaya ac"pted, but 



ltlll alwaya alone. l've 1pent so ucb time 1tudying 
human behavior and gender upra1lon1, that I bave 
become almolt uncarlng of bow thoae thlap are 
puodftd in group dynamla, and l really am not aure 
bow people aee me, wbetber or not tbey wonder, or 
quation or lmow. But l am conafortable wtth myadf, 
and Ufe 11 1hort. and l've Jutt dedcled to be who I am, 
however l fttl, no matter whett that puta me on aome­
one dae'1 gender aale. 

l try now to remember that Uttle boy who I onc:e was. 
rw become 10 uaed to deaning up my language tbat my 
worda and wbat l'm trylng to conft)' baw changed my 
memory. You'D not catcb me aaying •wben I was a Httle 
boy," but •wben I was a cblld, • "wben I waa a ldd." l 
tbink back to the boy wbo was trylng to hold on to hla 
mommy. And bow my actiona that origlnated In a cbUd­
lab need baft matured and bttn ao ßne-tuned that tbe 
need lbdf bas changed. My actlona bave almoat no aua­
pected hidden agenda. Very few people quation my 
motJvea, and wbat's really beblnd the ma1k I wear. In 
fact, 1 no longu tblnk that l'm wearlng mucb of a maak 
at all, at least not wben lt comu to gender. 

But tbe quation of idenUty hauntl me. Wbo am lt and 
Who am l in relatJon to othent and How would my 
&lends react if they lmewt Would tbey vicw me aa 1ome­
one elaet and Would that change wbo I am t 

l've come to the conduaion that I am many different 
people. 1 am one way with theae frlenda and anotber 
way witb thoae friend1, one penon In tbe put, aomeone 
dae in tbe future. 1 am aomeUmea empty and aomeUmu 
full And wben I am one way, 1 cannot remember tbe 
othu. And tbat'a ok witb me. 

Now eftry onu In a whlle l catcb myaelf wondering 
about my fatber. What would he thlnk of hi1 "daugh­
tert" Or my 1l1tus-l fantasize about going 
back to tbe dty we're &om and watcbing them. lf they 
met me, would they recognize met I doubt lt. l've 
cbanged in ao many waya. But thinldng of 
them remlnda me of the fttlinp of longing and sorrow 
tbat I have for my lost famlly. Fttlinp of emptineu and 
of a home to which I can never go back. And thoae feel­
inga are mlngled and tainted with violent anger and 
diagu1t, tbe harah emoUons whkh bave bttn the fud 
that kept me allve. Yes, tbe springboard tbat propelled 
me to be true to myaelf. And 10 when l thlnk of my 
father and aiaten, there la also a gratitude for thla glft 
of &eedom tbat came &om brealdng tbdr ahaddea. 

But to thlt day, lt is my mother tbat thla little boy 
thanka moat of an. 



dtdn't hesttote o 1110111ent ond begon to grob r,ry 

things ond put the111 into r,ry friends cor. It took 
111e Strips to get oll of the gorboge 
bogs ... everytime I hod to poss the window ond 
watch os „he" was loughtng ot ae ond wotchtng TV. 
On lf':/ lost trtp, r,ry 110111 c011e out of the house 
crying telltng me thot it wos oll „his" ideo ond 
she hod no control over him. I told to not to 
bother wi th 111e ••• I knew where I was goi ng. 

I hove olways been lucky. It was fote thot hod me 
kicked out of n,y house ... becouse I 1110ved in with 
r,ry bestfriend, Kristy, ond her fomily ond they 
took core of r,ry like I was o child. I finolly hod 
o roof over r,ry heod ond people thot loved me more 
thon onybody hod ever loved nie before. If I ever 
see r,ry step-fother ogotn, I would like to look him 
tn the foce ond tel1 him, "'Thonk you for ktcking 
111e out ond giving ae the chonce to find o reol 
fomi ly wtlo loved nie for who I om. Oh, ond by the 
woy, I om still gay." 

I guess whot I wont to soy is ... if you con be 
.. out" ond hove resources thot moke thot possible . 
DO IT! You will be the spork of hope in onother 
closeted youth's life. You will hove the chonce 
to help saneone in more woys thon most people in 
their ltfe ever will . 

If you ore o lesbion, gay, btsexuol or tronsgender 
youth thon you should check out Project Q. 
Project Q is o progrom „by ond for" lgbtq youth 
oges 24 & under. For more info coll 223.3220-­
email: projectqyouth@lyohoo.com - webpoge: 
www.projectqyouth .com - or stop by 170 South 
Second Street, Milwoukee, WI 53204 
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here at Mutate 
thlnk lt's 
healthy to 
playwith 
dolls, no 
matter how 
old you are. 
Dollplay encourages 
people to explore their 
hopes, dreams and fan­
tasles in an unhibited 
manner. 
Bean~, the new doll 
from Mutate Labs is the 
best for that. With all the 
accessories, clothes, and 
f deas that you bring to 
hir, shouldn't ze bring the 
plaything for you? 
Now genderfuck awayl 
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